
 
Visual Guide 

Canon 400d and 450d 
 

 
450d info: Camera info: This camera is compatible for SDHC memory cards. It is recommended that you purchase a 
2 Gig (gigabyte) card.  
 
400d info: The 400d works with this guide but this camera uses a different memory card a standard SD card.  
 
This handout is structured to work in conjunction with a Power point handout called “400d visual guide PP” that 
illustrates the techniques using differing photographic examples. 
Spaces are provided in this guide for extra information to be added during the technical induction in class; so either 
print this guide before class, or have the guide open on a PC/Mac in class to add notes.  A PDF version can be 
obtained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Keep your memory cards stored in a holder and check the gold 
strips for dust or dirt before inserting into camera. Do not keep 
the memory cards near extreme heat or cold.  
Class Notes:  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The half pressing of the shutter button is used to navigate out of 
menus back to shoot mode.  By half pressing the shutter button 
you will revert the camera from Menu, Display or any of the 
Arrow keys menus to be able to start shooting.   
Class Notes:  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Always be aware of the AF/MF Auto Focus 
and Manual Focus of the side of the lens. Set 
to Auto Focus - you must never twist the focus 
ring on the front of the lens when in Auto 
Focus as this can damage the lens.   
Image stabilizer will be discussed in class: 
Class Notes:  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes:  

 

Image stabilizer will be discussed in 
class: 
Class Notes: 



 

 Navigating via the menu systems and arrow keys   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISO class notes:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class notes:   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

See RAW processing guides and editing images for 
films on LN  

 
 
 
 

Class notes on print size:  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

See PowerPoint for differing effects on light.  
Class Notes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Same as setting white balance on mini DV or film camera  
Class Notes: experiment with differing white balance settings in differing locations; break the rules; try a florescent setting out doors etc  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P mode Class Notes:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Flashing” Shutter or Aperture 
(F-numbers) numbers class notes:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using the Mode dial:  
When using the Creative zone the 
flash will not automatically pop up, 
and you will need to manual use the 
flash release button.  In basic 
Mode, the flash will pop up 
automatically if there is not enough 
light on the subject.  
Class Notes:  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TV mode: Class Notes   
See PP for images using TV mode.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

AV mode: Class Notes   
See PP for images using AV mode.  
Defining the audience/viewer gaze and point location definition   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M mode: Class Notes   
Using M mode requires technical expertise in manipulating the 
camera, and is usually used in controlled locations i.e. studios.  
See PP for images using M mode.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Images of Bulb: see PP guide for breakdown of Bulb shooting 
and slow shutter settings and affects upon the image.  

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A-DEP:   
Class notes:  
 

 

 

Digital cameras and all photographic film equipment read 18 percent grey scale 
the middle values in tonal ranges; so the camera is always trying to give a 
balanced tonal range to an image.  Exposure compensation gives you the ability 
to alter the appearance to your desires.  With the use of Photoshop it can be 
argued to always take the image in a balanced form and then alter after wards on 
Photoshop.  This will be discussed in class. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting an AF point  
Class Notes:   

Changing the Metering mode:  
Class notes:  

Using AE mode  
Class Notes:   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sports: 1/1000/1/4000  Portrait: F4 to F5.6  Landscapes: F16/F32  Close up:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Basic modes: 
These settings give you little 
control over the Shutter, Aperture 
and many aspects of the camera. 
They serve an important purpose 
in photographic work in defined 
locations.  
Class notes:  
Benefits of basic mode:  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes: See PP:  Class Notes:  
 

Class Notes:  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes:  
 

Class Notes:  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Class Notes:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes:  
 

Class Notes:  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sometimes a camera SD card can be corrupt or 
have hidden folders and files, and have extra 
folders created when using a MAC or PC.  If 
the camera informs you of a corrupt card and 
you have images on the card you wish to save. 
Do not format/delete the card or take any more 
shots on the card. Take the card to a 
photography shop and ask for a recovery. 
(Many new cards come with recovery 
programs you can install on computers) once 
this is done, then format your card and clear all 
files from the card. 
Class Notes:  
 

Before you hand the camera back to the media 
centre make sure to revert the “Camera Settings” 
back to the default settings: do not reset the 
“Custom Functions” unless you have altered 
them.  
Class Notes:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes:  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Customizing your camera to act like 
Photoshop 
On most new digital cameras; there 
will be settings to alter various 
aspects of the picture before taking an 
image, these ranges from 
Monochrome to altering colours, 
adding filters etc.  This is not 
recommended as the image is then set 
and cannot be changed i.e. setting the 
camera to take a black and white 
image means you cannot revert that 
image to a colour image later. All 
adjustments to images should be 
performed on Photoshop.  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes:  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Extra information 
for students to try 
out; try to keep a 
clear record of 
your experiments 
using the differing 
facilities on the 
450 d and 
document these 
within your 
workbook.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Class Notes:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Extra information 
for students to try 
out; try to keep a 
clear record of 
your experiments 
using the differing 
facilities on the 
450 d and 
document these 
within your 
workbook.  
 
Class Notes:  
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differing 
facilities on 
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